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Abstract: The aim of this Classroom Action Research was to improve the third 
grade students' vocabulary at SD Negeri 07 Pontianak. This research consisted 
of two cycles. The subjects of the study were 30 students of third grade of SD 
Negeri 07 Pontianak in the academic year of 2012/2013. To collect data, the 
writer used achievement test and observation checklist. To analyze the finding 
data, the writer used descriptive method where the researcher describes all the 
processes of vocabulary teaching and learning process using Jazz chants. In 
cycle 1 the students' score of vocabulary did not achieve the minimum level of 
achievement (MLA) 65, where the students' score was 50.83. By having these 
result, the writer then re-conducted the next cycle. In the cycle 2, the student's 
vocabulary improved, where the students' score was 89.30. By having this 
result, the students' vocabulary also achieved the MLA. It means that Jazz 
Chant was appropriate to be applied to improve students' vocabulary.  
 
Keywords: Vocabulary, Jazz Chants 
 
Abstrak: Tujuan penelitian tindakan kelas ini adalah untuk meningkatkan 
kosakata siswa kelas 3 SD Negeri 07 Pontianak. Penelitian ini terdiri dari dua 
siklus. Subjek penelitian ini adalah 30 siswa kelas 3 SD Negeri 07 Pontianak 
tahun pembelajaran 2012/ 2013. Untuk mengumpulkan data,  peneliti 
menggunakan uji kemampuan dan lembar observasi. Untuk menganalisa data, 
peneliti menggunakan metode deskriptif dimana peneliti menggambarkan 
semua proses belajar mengajar kosakata menggunakan Jazz Chants. Di siklus I 
nilai siswa tidak mencapai standar pencapaian  minimal 65, nilai kosakata 
siswa 50,83. Dengan hasil ini, peneliti lalu melanjutkan ke siklus berikutnya. 
Dalam siklus ke II, nilai kosakata siswa meningkat menjadi 89,30. Dengan 
hasil ini, kosakata siswa telah mencapai nilai pencapaian minimal. Ini 
menunjukkan bahwa Jazz chants cocok untuk diaplikasikan untuk 
meningkatkan kosakata siswa. 
 
Kata Kunci: Kosakata, Jazz Chants 
 
eaching English is an art since it needs creativity to deliver the 
teacher'sknowledges to the students. It means that the teachers might be 
able to use avariety of teaching techniques and media in order to provide 
the students someassistance in understanding and bearing the knowledge in their 
mind. 'In additions, themedia of teaching is useful for the students to have higher 
motivation and interest tothe lesson. Hence, English elementary school teachers 
T 
2 
 
should completely understand the characteristics of young learners as well as their 
favorable activities. 
Teaching English, esspecially for young learner in Elementary school 
needs extra energy and preparation in order to make them enthusiastic in learning. 
The problem is how to teach them in appropriate and interesting way. For the 
elementary students who extremely never learn English difficult to have the lesson 
well and they even did not recognize the English words. Furthermore, teaching 
English to children is different from adult learners. Children as young learners 
have specific learning needs. They learn best when they are involved and their 
works are valued, and they have opportunity to experience and experiment for 
themselves. Therefore, tasks should be short, varied, motivated and interesting for 
them in learning English. 
Teaching English to children might be more focused on the vocabulary. 
The children needs bank of vocabulary as their basic on the language skills. 
Vocabulary is one of the important aspects in learning English. Since it is 
considered as a basic element of language, the teacher needs to focus on the 
children's vocabulary. As the principal factor of language, there is no doubt that 
teaching vocabulary for children as beginners in learning a language is very 
important. Unluckily, as foreign language, English vocabulary is very hard to be 
acquired at the first time for the elementary students. Teachers mostly write the 
words on the blackboard and translate it into Indonesian without any variation in 
teaching presentation. This situation forces the children to memorize the words, 
and it can make the students get stress. Therefore teachers should find and 
appropriate media in order to make teaching learning process easily for 
elementary students. 
In the meantime, some teaching aids can be helpful to increase the 
students' vocabulary in recognizing the words such as using picture series, cartoon 
pictures, comic, songs, flash cards and many more. According to Mak (2009: 3), 
in vocabulary teaching, the use of teaching aids will enable the students 
particularly for elementary school to increase their vocabulary. Media as teaching 
aids are needed to help the student's ability and to increase the effectiveness in the 
communication between teacher and students in the teaching and learning process. 
It is also used to stimulate the students' motivation and student's interest to the 
lesson. 
SDN 07 Pontianak is the target of research. The students often get 
difficulty in remembering the vocabularies. The students in the beginning level 
need more practice to memorize new vocabularies in teaching learning process 
because they learn English as foreign language, but they rare use it, even do not 
use it in their daily speech. Therefore, the teacher must have appropriate technique 
for presenting new words to the students. 
To improve the students' English vocabulary, the researcher proposed one 
of the teaching techniques of vocabulary. Teaching techniques are needed to help 
the student's understanding and to increase the effectiveness in the communication 
between teacher and students in the teaching and learning process. It is also used 
to stimulate the students' motivation and student's interest to the lesson. 
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One of the suggested teaching techniques that can be appropriate to 
improve the children's vocabulary was "Jazz Chants". Jazz Chants was a rhythmic 
expression of natural language which links the rhythms of spoken American 
English to the rhythms of traditional American jazz. The rhythm, stress and 
intonation pattern of the chant should be an exact replica of what the student 
would hear from an educated native speaker in natural conversation (Graham, 
2006:5). The rhythmical attraction of chanting is common to young and old 
therefore jazz chants can be used for teaching English vocabulary especially for 
young learners because we can offer song, movement, poetry, and story telling on 
it. 
By using jazz chant, the students can work with the sound system of 
English, in particular for developing their ears for the correct stress and intonation 
patterns of the spoken language. It can also reinforce grammar, to develop and 
practice vocabulary, and to practice the patterns of everyday conversation. Since 
chanting is enjoyable, it is possible to include multiple repetition or words and 
phrases without the drudgery of repetitive drills. This also aids memorization. 
Based on the above explanation, the researcher intends to conduct a 
classroom action research in order to overcome the students' problem in English 
vocabulary. By using jazz chants, the researcher applies the procedures in the 
cycle of classroom action research in order to come closer to the students' real 
problem and to improve the students' vocabulary. 
 
METHOD 
This study was conducted through classroom action research with the aim 
of improving and changing what goes in the classroom. To do a classroom action 
research,the researcher identified the problems, then gather and record the 
relevant data, propose , the practical action that can solve the problem, design a 
plan of action and implements it, and after that the researcher should monitor and 
record the results. 
To evaluate the changes or the improvement of action taken or treatment, 
the researcher reflects on the teaching based on the notes taken, the observation 
sheets and the score of the students in answering the questions given by the 
teacher. The aim of reflection is to give a feedback to the researcher to determine 
what action is taken for the next cycles. Moreover Cohen, et.al (2000: 226) state 
that classroom action research may be used in almost any setting while a problem 
involving people, tasks and procedures carries out for solution, or while some 
change of feature results in a more desirable outcome. 
The subject of this research was the third grade students of SDN 07 
Pontianak in academic year 2012/2013, which the number of the students of this 
grade was 30. This research conducted using the descriptive method, which the 
researcher described the real situations happened during the research. To describe 
the situations in the teaching and learning process, the researcher used observation 
checklist and the cycle test (a test was given after the teaching process using jazz 
chants in every cycle of teaching) as the technique of data collecting. The 
students' result of test is the students' achievementon the vocabulary that was 
4 
 
calculated using the individual and means score formula and the observation 
checklist. 
Observation checklist included the description of teacher's activity during 
the teaching learning process in order to improve the students' vocabulary 
achievement using jazz chants. By having this observation checklist, the 
researcher obtained the specific information about the teacher's activity in the 
classroom and also the students' responses toward teacher's instructions. The 
checklist of observation can be seen in the appendix. 
The achievement test (cycle test) is given when the treatment of learning 
using jazz chants has been completed. To see the students' progress after the 
treatment, the researcher has prepared the cycle test. There were twenty items in 
this cycle test and arranged in multiple choice. The cycle test was done in two 
times based on the number of teaching treatment. 
In order to overcome any problem in the research, the researcher arranged 
the research procedure. The research procedure in classroom action research was 
based on Cohen et.al (2000: 226) as follows (1) Planning stage, After discussing 
with the English teacher at the school to investigate the real problems, the 
researcher prepared what to do to solve the problems. This poured out into lesson 
plans that were conducted in two cycles, teaching technique (jazz chants), and 
observation checklist. (2) Action stage, The researcher acted in classroom as a 
teacher then treated the students with the technique of which the purposed was to 
improve the teaching-learning process. In this case, the researcher became a 
teacher who has authority and responsibility to manage the class. The treatment 
used some jazz chants to improve the students' achievement in recognizing and 
differentiating the words. (3) Observing stage, This stage was donealong with the 
action stage. The researcher (as the teacher) worked with a collaborator, to 
observe what was happening in reality of the classroom activity. The observation 
was on the teacher's activities during the teaching and learning process. Then the 
data of students' score was computed by the researcher and collaborator whether 
the results were satisfied or not. (4) Reflecting stage, the researcher got the 
information from the results of observation checklist and also the cycle test to 
reflect to the next cycle. On this stage, the researcher paid attention to the reports 
between the planning stage and the action stage. The researcher re-planned an 
activity that may overcome the problem that appeared in the classroom during the 
cycles of meeting. The researcher also administered the treatment with the help of 
collaborator that acted as the observer of the treatment. 
The researcher elaborated the data analysis taken from the achievement 
test (cycle test) and observation checklist. The achievement of students' test was 
as the primary data and observation checklist result was the secondary data. In this 
research, the researcher computed the students' achievement score. Quantitative 
AnalysisIn -analyzing the students' achievement of vocabulary, the researcher 
used two formulas as follows: 
 To obtain the interpretation of the result of the cycle test, the researcher 
used criteria of MLA (Minimum Level of Achievement) as follows: 
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Individual Score Achievement 
 
        100x
N
S
A   
 
Note:             A  =  The Students’ individual score  
S  =  The right answer 
N  =  The Total number of items 
 
Average Score Achievement 
N
X
X

  
Note : X     =  The mean scores 
 X  =  The sum individual scores 
  N     =  The total number of individuals 
 
To obtain the interpretation of the result of the cycle test, the researcher 
used criteria of MLA (Minimum Level of Achievement) in Table 1 as follows: 
 
Range Qualification 
>65 Over achieved 
65 Achieved 
<65 Not Achieved 
Table 1 
Adapted from KTSP Scoring Criteria in Elementary School (2006) 
 
Qualitative Analysis 
To analyze the result of observation checklist, the researcher recorded all the 
result of the observation checklist from the observer (collaborator). From these 
recordings of teaching process, the researcher described every event during the 
teaching process, which records every event that was not listed in the observation 
checklist both teacher's action and the students' feedback responses toward the 
teacher's instructions. The description of this result was written down in the 
explanation of the result in cycle of research (see in chapter four). In the other 
word, every part of classroom action research was described based on the result of 
the observation checklist. By having this data analysis, the researcher could 
describe the real situation during the treatment process of vocabulary teaching 
using jazz chants. 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Findings 
There are two general findings of this research, the findings of the 
students' vocabulary in two cycles (Based on the test result) and the findings of 
the use of Jazz chants as teaching technique in vocabulary learning (process). 
The findings of this research have been taken from two cycles, cycle 1 and 2. 
Each cycle will be described systematically based on the research finding has 
been conducted by the researcher. 
1. Cycle 1 
In cycle 1, the discussions were about the students’ difficulties in 
vocabulary. The researcher conduct CAR using Jazz chants in the vocabulary 
teaching. Lesson in the cycle 1 was about ‘Part of Body” taken from Jazz chants. 
The result of observation that the researcher planned was the students  interested 
in teaching technique (Jazz chants). 
In addition, to complete the CAR, this research should be enclosed with 
the observation instruments namely observation checklist of teacher’s action of 
the cycle and the students’ responses toward teacher’s action. 
In action stage, the researcher conducted one meeting. The allocated time 
was 2 x 35 minutes for each meeting. In this teaching process, the students looked 
interested when the teacher started to familiarizing the chant about “Part of the 
Body” by playing it on a CD player for the first time. Jazz chants repeated twice 
in order to make the students felt familiar with it. After that, the students were 
asked to mention parts of body in the Jazz chants. Every student was invited to 
mention as many as they could.  
Next, the teacher played the chant for the third time but in this step, the 
students were asked to fill the missing words. In this step, the teacher also offered 
the students that she would play the chant in the form of play and pause so that the 
students could easily get the words. Though the teacher made the activity easier, 
the students were still difficult to get the words, only some of them reached the 
average score.  
Since some students could not fill in the missing words at all from the 
activity, they were asked the teacher to repeat the chant for couple times, before 
playing  the chant for the second time the teacher asked the students such as; 
whether they had any difficulties in filling the words or how many words they 
could fill in. When the teacher repeated the chant, the students only get a couple 
of words, but they started to show their enthusiasm in listening and even a few of 
them act out the chant with their friends. 
After playing the chant for several times, the teacher and the students 
discuss the answer of the missing words together. Next the teacher glued the full 
lyrics of the chant on the whiteboard so the students can read it and repeat it after 
the teacher or recording. In this stage of activity, the students merely following 
what the teacher doing, they showed less of confident in performing the chant 
individually.  
The next step, the teacher divided the class into two groups, each taking a 
role in the dialogue of the chants. Each group was asked to repeat their lines after 
the teacher, and the students seemed little bit confident with the chant. After a few 
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times it repeated, the teacher asked the students to responds picture card that 
showed by teacher without listening the chant. A few students sang it very 
confident. After that, two groups have their performed using picture card that 
showed by teacher. First group sang the first line and second group sang the 
second line of chants. The teacher repeats again this activity until the aims are 
achieved. 
Even though the students seem did not have good capability in singing the 
chants in this first cycle, they were showing good manners when listened and 
answered the teacher’s explanation and questions. 
From this occasion, the students were adapting themselves in this activity. 
Therefore for the next meeting the researcher should increase the students’ ability 
in enhancing vocabulary by teaching them more about concrete nouns that being 
easy to imagine or verbs with possible movements. 
 
2. Cycle II 
In this cycle, the teacher was playing a jazz chant about ‘Things in the 
Classroom’. The allocated time was 2 x 35 minutes for each meeting. The teacher 
noticed some students had prepared themselves toward this class. Some of them 
were still waiting the teachers command to prepare themselves.  
When the teacher told the students that they were going to be given a new 
jazz chant, some of the students cheering up and some recall the previous chant. 
When the chant played the students looked enthusiastic, seriously paying attention 
to the chant. Because the topic was about Things in the Classroom, few students 
pointed some objects related with the words along with the chant. Some students 
told that they have already knew the objects. But some of them still miss-
pronounced the word they meant, still they were enthusiastic to learn the jazz 
chant. The teacher and the students then first try the chant as a whole class.  
As the students have some difficulties pronouncing individual words or 
phrases the teacher isolates them from the rest of the text and practices it with 
learners only with some small part of the text.  Then the teacher divided the class 
into 2 groups in order to practice different part of it (question and answer).  
This part of activity bring positive atmosphere in the class. Almost 
everyone took part in asking and answering chant since they felt this activity 
looked like a battle to be better. In fact the students were seem very happy with 
this activity. 
As the teacher play the chant to gain their ability in filling in the missing 
word, the students get more vocabulary than the previous meeting. They were 
listening seriously and trying very hard to fill in the missing words. The missing 
words were jumbled so it designed to be different from the prevoius chant that the 
students sing before. These athmosphere lasted until all the missing word done to 
be fill in.  
The chant only played three times, and when the teacher offered to play 
the chant one more time, the students confinced the teacher that they were done 
filling in the missing word.  
Fortunately the result were satisfying. They gave good score in this 
session. The students were also motivated when the teacher said that there will be 
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a reward to whom achieved the highest point. At the end of the class, teacher 
devided the student into two group and sang the chant. They showed much 
attention, followed the procedures enthusiastically, sang the chant loudly and 
bravely. 
From the results of observation, the researcher did not find the problems 
significantly on the process of using Jazz chants. The treatment process using 
drilling technique to make the students understand the meaning of words finally 
succeeded to improve the students’ vocabulary and it was revealed that their 
achievement score was better than previous results.  
 
Discussion  
Jazz chant as the technique in improving vocabulary  is suitable to be 
implemented in English class. This technique can reinforce students in increasing 
their vocabulary and it could be a good way to remember and understand difficult 
words or phrases, which is usually th biggest problem together with pronunciation 
and rhytm of the English language and spelling. Moreover jazz chant allows 
students pantomime or act the chant out while singing. Most of the students said 
that chants are simple, easy to remember because they are repetitive. 
To see whether this technique was good in improving the students’ 
vocabulary or not, the researcher described the progress of the students every 
cycle. The average score as from 50,7% on the first cycle, the rose up to the 62,4 
% on the second cycle. Since Classroom Action Research as repairing or in the 
other word was making the teaching learning process better, (McNiff, 1992: 2). It 
was revealed to the reader that Jazz Chants the technique is well-recommended to 
apply. 
The teacher of the class who was the researchers’ collaborator, gave 
positive view about this technique. She also agreed that it was an interesting 
technique, not only improving the students in learning vocabulary but also made 
them enjoy classroom activities. Even though the researcher was satisfied with the 
result of the classroom action research, she still expected that there should be 
more research in this area.  
In accordance with the results of the students’ achievement score from the 
cycle 1 and 2, the increase of the achievement score was not separated from the 
successful of applying the Jazz chants presentation in teaching vocabulary.  
Although in applying the Jazz chants should be modified from the cycle 1 to the 
cycle 2, the researcher was convinced that Jazz chants was really useful for the 
students’ vocabulary achievement. 
The improvement of the students’ vocabulary was on the ability to 
recognize and differentiate the meaning words. From this research, the students at 
least had the improvement in recognizing the words. From the Jazz chants, the 
students could recognize and also mention the words through songs. The students 
were more familiar with some vocabularies and they could remember them. The 
next improvement was on the students’ ability to differentiate the words. Of 
course, when the students recognize the words, they could not only differentiate 
the words but also they could mention the words meaning. From these two 
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improvements, recognizing the word and its meaning was the aspect that really 
improved. It was proved that the students could achieve 74.2 of the cycle test 2.  
In relation to the use of jazz chants in the teaching vocabulary, the 
researcher realized that jazz chants had an effect to the students particularly in 
enhancing the students’ motivation toward learning. By using jazz chant, the 
students might be easier to remember the words they learn because it also 
contained some pictures to describe the words. Some activities in vocabulary 
teaching was carried out by the teacher/researcher could maintain the students’ 
attention in learning.  
In creating the jazz chants in vocabulary teaching, the teacher/researcher 
had done some activities as follows: (a) The students have to listen to the first 
presentation of the chant on the cassette or CD or as read by the teacher. Before 
the students do some activities in jazz chants time, the students should follow the 
teacher’s directions such as listen to the presentation from the CD. Some 
information might be delivered to give the students first sight toward the jazz 
chants activities in vocabulary. (b) The students have to repeat each line of the 
chant after the teacher correctly. The students then repeat the line of chant after 
the teacher did it. From this activity, the teacher can ensure the students’ attention 
toward reading aloud the line using jazz chant. (c) The students have to do the 
tasks that are missing to fill in the appropriate word that they hear and the teacher 
gives the opportunity for the students to fill the missing words. In this practice, the 
students did not only listen to the jazz chant but also did some writing exercises 
on the job sheet given. (d) The students have to repeat any difficult sounds or 
particularly new or difficult words correctly. When the students have a problem in 
pronouncing the words, they could be given more chances to practice by repeating 
the certain words. (e) The teacher divides the class and asks the students to 
perform the chant with picture cards that showed by the teachers. To make the 
activities effective, the teacher could divide the students into small groups to 
perform the chants. The teacher should give every student a chance to perform the 
chant in order to increase their attention toward learning. (e) The teacher gives the 
small practice to know the students mastery vocabulary. At the end of the 
activities, the teacher can give the students some small practice of vocabulary. By 
having this practice, the teacher is able to get the students’ progress of the 
vocabulary acquirement and mastery. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Applying Jazz chants to vocabulary teaching can help the teacher to 
manage the class well since s/he understands the procedures of applying jazz 
chants well. This means that the teacher is able to manage the students’ turns to 
read aloud the chants regarding the allocated time. The use of jazz chants 
evidently improve the students’ bank of vocabulary and also the way to 
pronouncing the words by recognizing and differentiating the meaning of words 
because jazz chants contain the activity such as singing and reading aloud. From 
these activities, the students might be enjoyable to remember the words they 
produce from the songs of jazz chants’ activities.  
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Teaching the students vocabulary using Jazz chants can improve the 
students’ vocabulary, particularly in recognizing the words through their sounds. 
In this case, the students did not only enrich their bank of vocabulary but also 
practiced their ability to pronounce the words and recognizing the sounds of 
words. 
 
Suggestion 
In this research using Jazz chants in teaching vocabulary, we expect to 
attract the students’ attention in playing the chants and the teacher should have 
clear enough sound system so that they can hear the songs clearly. The unclear 
sound system might erase the students’ attention to the teacher’s actions in order 
to make the children enjoy learning and through chants it is not only possible but 
even highly likely. Besides, in playing the jazz chants, the teacher might start 
from the things around the students/children such as mentioning the table, chair, 
whiteboard, chalkboard, windows and so on in order to make the process is easier 
to understand because they can directly see the things. 
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